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Julio Medrano, a Ph.D. student in the Department of Electrical Engineering, was selected as a recipient 
of the Ford Foundation Diversity Fellowship 2009 predoctoral competition. The three-year fellowship is 
sponsored by the Ford Foundation and administered by the National Research Council (NRC) of the 
National Academics. 
 
Students are selected for this prestigious award based upon their prior academic accomplishments and 
potential for future achievements as a scholar, researcher, and faculty member in an institution of 
higher education. Approximately 1200 predoctoral applications are reviewed by panels composed of 
highly qualified scientists, engineers, and humanities scholars from across the nation and only 60 
predoctoral awards are available. This award marks the third Ford Foundation Diversity fellowship to 
College of Engineering doctoral students (Dorielle Price, 2006, Electrical Engineering; Brandon Henry, 
2007, Chemical and Biomedical Engineering) within the past four years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 The University of South Florida is one of the nation's top 63 public research universities and one of only 25 public 
research universities nationwide with very high research activity that is designated as community engaged by the 
Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching. USF was awarded $380.4 million in research contracts and 
grants in FY 2008/2009. The university offers 232 degree programs at the undergraduate, graduate, specialist and 
doctoral levels, including the doctor of medicine. The USF System has a $1.8 billion annual budget, an annual 
economic impact of $3.2 billion, and serves more than 47,000 students on institutions/campuses in Tampa, St. 
Petersburg, Sarasota-Manatee and Lakeland. USF is a member of the Big East Athletic Conference.  
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